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CHAPTER      15

"Cacophrastus"

THE   TURNING

OF   THE   TIDE

So I have traveled throughout
the land and was a pilgrim all
?ny life, alone and a stranger
feeling alien. Then Thou hast
made grow in me Thine art
under the breath of the terrible
storm in me.

PARACELSUS

municipal doctor, Paracelsus was also
supervisor of pharmacies, barber shops, and bath-houses. He
immediately proceeded to take energetic steps against abuses,
filth, and negligence. An old ordinance prescribed that pharma-
cies must be inspected periodically, that medicines must be
fresh and conform strictly to prescription, and that no pharma-
cist could be a doctor as well. Paracelsus used this decree to
reorganize the public health system, to dust the shelves of the
pharmacies, and to throw out the horrors sold as remedies.